
CYCLISTS SIX DAY AMSTERDAM 2013 
  

TEAM 1: LIGTHART / KALZ 
 

Pim Ligthart  

The Netherlands, June 16, 1988 

Two six-day wins 

Silver WC Madison juniors 2006 

Silver EC Madison promises 2008 

Dutch road champion 2011 

Pim Ligthart is a real all-rounder, but is truly track schooled. As a junior in 

2006, the rider from Twisk finished second at the World Championships 

in Ghent with Jeff Vermeulen and that same year the talents won a silver 

medal at the European Championships in Alkmaar. He also proved to be 

a great six-day rider four years ago when he triumphed at the side of 

Robert Bartko and Leon van Bon in the Six Days of Apeldoorn. Even 

more impressive was his victory last year in Amsterdam alongside 

Michael Mørkøv. However, he achieved his most beautiful victory in 

2011, when to everyone's surprise, he took the national road title in 

Ootmarsum. He keeps improving in the Flemish Classics. Next year, 

making the switch from Vacansoleil to team Lotto-Belisol, it will be worth 

keeping an eye on the Netherlands’ most impressive talents. 

 



Marcel Kalz  

Germany, March 9, 1987 

 

One six-day victory 

The 26-year-old rider from Berlin is perhaps the greatest talent that 

Germany has on the track. Marcel Kalz is also an excellent road racer. 

He has collected national titles since the junior ranks. It looks like the 

Madison is his favourite discipline. That also earned him victories in the 

UIV races, which is like a talent pool for the six-day races. That UIV 

races are a good education, showed earlier this year when he won the 

Six Days of Bremen alongside Franco Marvulli. In Amsterdam, Kalz is a 

major contender for the win especially with Pim Ligthart as teammate, 

who won last year with Michael Mørkøv. The only disadvantage is that 

they have not teamed up before. Therefore, It will be important for the 

German/Dutch tandem to limit time losses in the first days 

  



TEAM 2: GATE / ROBERTS 
 

Aaron Gate  

New Zealand, November 26, 1990 

 

World champion Omnium 2013 

Bronze Olympic Games 2012 Team Pursuit 

Bronze WC 2012 team pursuit 

His name probably will not immediately ring a bell with cycling fans, yet 

Aaron Gate is one of the best track riders at the start of the Six Days of 

Amsterdam. The 22-year-old New Zealander is in fact reigning Omnium 

World Champion, which is to say is very good all-rounder. In addition, he 

is an excellent team pursuit rider, taking at third in the discipline during 

the London Olympics and in the World Championships. The rider from 

Auckland has the explosiveness required in the short sprint. That makes 

him and the experienced Australian Luke Roberts one of the favourites 

for the victory in Amsterdam. 

 



Luke Roberts  

Australia, January 25, 1977 

 

Olympic team pursuit champion in 2004 

World Champion team pursuit 2002, 2003, 2004 

Bronze WC Team Pursuit 2008 

One six-day victory 

Luke Roberts is one of the best team pursuers of all time. The rider from 

Adelaide won the world championship no less than three times and one 

Olympic gold medal in the team pursuit. In addition, he is a good road 

racer, riding for Milram and Saxo Bank. As a pro, he collected several 

victories, including stages in the Tour of Murcia and the Mediterranean 

Tour. Roberts also had success in the Six Days. In 2009, he won at the 

side of Franco Marvulli in Grenoble. There is a high probability that this 

number is doubled, because he and Gate are favourites for Amsterdam 

victory. Especially in the long disciplines, the Aussie/Kiwi duo is a force. 

  



TEAM 3: MOURIS / STROETINGA 
 

Jens Mouris  

The Netherlands, March 12, 1980 

 

Silver, WC team pursuit, 2005 

Silver WC, individual pursuit 2006 

European Champion, Omnium 2006 

European Champion, Madison 2007 

Silver WC team time trial in 2013 

Jens Mouris’ successful international track career began in Los Angeles, 

where he helped The Netherlands to silver in the team pursuit at the 

2005 World Championships. In 2006, the rider from Amsterdam seized 

the silver in the individual pursuit at the 2006 Bordeaux Worlds and the 

Omnium title at the Euro Championships. With Peter Schep, he was third 

in the Six Days of Grenoble and he won the 2007 European title in 

Alkmaar. Mouris does well on the road, too. Three years ago, he won 

from an impressive solo attack in the Ronde van het Groene Hart and 

finished fourth in the prologue of the 2009 Vuelta a España. Since last 

season, the tall Dutchman rides for Orica-GreenEDGE. He helped his 

Orica team-mates win the team time trial in the Italian stage race Tirreno 

- Adriatico and the Eneco Tour. In addition, Mouris was second with his 

Australian team at the World Championship time trial, won by Omega 

Pharma-Quick Step. 



Wim Stroetinga  

The Netherlands, May 23, 1985 

 

1 six-day victory 

World Champion, juniors scratch, 2003 

European Champion, scratch Under 23, 2006 

Silver WC scratch, 2007, 2008 

Bronze WC scratch, 2012 

Wim Stroetinga is a swift rider and an excellent road cyclist. As a young 

amateur, he won a stage at the Olympia's Tour and collected many other 

placings. The rider from Oldeberkoop is also very successful on the 

track. In 2003, he blasted the field in the scratch race at the Juniors 

Worlds and in 2007 and 2008, he took more silver medals in the elite 

events. Last season, he added a bronze medal to his palmarès, again in 

the scratch race. On the road, Stroetinga claimed several races in the 

Ronde van Overijssel, Zwevezele, Sluitingsprijs Putte- Kapelle and 

various rides at Royal Smilde Olympia's Tour. The sprinter of the Koga 

Cycling Team comes to Amsterdam along with Jens Mouris aiming at 

least for a podium finish. He already knows what it means to win a six 

day; he did so at the start of this year in Rotterdam with then partner 

Peter Schep. 

  



TEAM 4: VAN HOECKE / DE KETELE 
 

Gijs Van Hoecke  

Belgium, November 12, 1991 

 

Silver WC, Madison juniors, 2008 

Silver WC, Madison juniors, 2009 

Silver EC, Under 23, Omnium, 2010 

Bronze WC, Omnium, 2011 

World Champion, Madison, 2012 

Since his childhood, Belgian Gijs Van Hoecke has been one of the 

leading track cyclists in the Madison and Omnium. As a junior, he took 

two silver medals in the Madison at World Championships. He continued 

his silver streak in his first year as an Under 23 rider, winning the 

Omnium at the European Championships. In Apeldoorn, the Topsport 

Vlaanderen-Mercator rider surprised friends and foes by taking the 

bronze medal at the World Championships. Van Hoecke has what it 

takes to be one of the best track cyclists of his generation. He proved so 

on the banks in Melbourne, where he and Kenny De Ketele won the 

World Championship title in the Madison. In Amsterdam last year, the 

Flemish duo fell short of the podium in their first six-day. They have had 

some time to get to know each other and are one of the favourite teams 

for Amsterdam victory. 



Kenny De Ketele  

Belgium, June 5, 1985 

Two six-day wins 

European Champion, Madison Under 23, 2004 

European Champion, Madison Under 23, 2006 

European Champion, points race Under 23, 2007 

Derny European Champion 2009 

Bronze WC points race in 2012 

World Champion Madison 2012 

De Ketele is a real Belgian all-rounder. He rides a difficult programme for 

Topsport Vlaanderen - Mercator on the road and during the winter, he 

prefers the track. In 2004 and 2006 as an Under 23 rider, he conquered 

Madison at the European Championships with Iljo Keisse. On his own, 

he won the Under 23 points race at the 2007 European Championships 

in Cottbus, Germany. 

  



TEAM 5: STOPLER / HAVIK 
 

Nick Stöpler  

The Netherlands, November 22, 1990 

 

1 six-day victory 

Dutch champion, Madison, 2009 

Silver EC Under 23, points race, 2011 

Bronze EC Under 23, Madison, 2011 

Last year, Nick Stöpler’s cycling season ended already in January with a 

dull bang. During the Six Days of Rotterdam, the talent from Woerden 

crashed hard and required knee surgery the same day. Just before the 

surgery, he texted organizer Frank Boele that he would definitely be back 

‘on track’. And he kept his word. Stöpler is back and more ambitious than 

ever. The rider of team Koga won the national title in Madison with 

Michael Vingerling several times as a junior and an elite rider. During the 

Under 23’s European Championships in Portugal in 2011, he seized 

silver in the individual pursuit, bronze in the Madison (with Havik) and 

fourth in the team pursuit. The provisional jewel in Stöpler’s collection is 

the Six Days of Brabant in 2011, again with Havik. Now he takes aim at 

the victory in the capital, Amsterdam. 



Yoeri Havik  

The Netherlands, February 19, 1991 

 

1 six-day victory 

Bronze EC Under 23, Madison, 2011 

 

This young rider from the province of North Holland is a rising cycling 

talent. The little Havik is a winner both on the road and on the track. He 

took two prestigious races in 2008 in Belgium and as a junior he was 

unbeatable on the track. His work did not go unnoticed, giving Hawk a 

chance to ride for several years at the Rijke - Shanks formation. For the 

team, he sprinted to some great victories, including in the ZLM Tour and 

the Denmark’s Himmerlandt Tour. The nephew of former rider Danny 

Stam loves to attack and has a great opening kick. Although Hawk just 

recovered from a broken hand, with Stöpler he is definitely one of the 

favourites for the overall victory.        

  



TEAM 6: LAMPATER / KREDER R. 
 

Leif Lampater  

Germany, December 22, 1982 

 

6 six-day wins 

 

Germany’s Lampater has been one of the best six-day riders for years, 

claiming six titles, including his finest in Rotterdam. In a swirling Ahoy 

velodrome five years ago with Danny Stam, he covered all the attacks 

during the final. What was extra special was that the German-Dutch duo 

only united on the second day after both their partners crashed. 

Lampater is an all-round track cyclist. He won the team pursuit in Los 

Angeles World Cup with Germans in 2004 and just missed the bronze 

medal at the Athens Olympic Games. In Amsterdam, Lampater is a team 

with Raymond Kreder. 



 

Raymond Kreder  

The Netherlands, November 26, 1989 

 

Dutch derny title 2009 

Dutch champion points race 2010 

Raymond is the younger brother and team-mate of Garmin-Sharp pro, 

Michel Kreder. Like his brother, he is a very talented rider who is quite 

versatile. He combines the road and track in a perfect way. Four years 

ago, he took third place in the UIV Cup race in Rotterdam Ahoy track and 

a few months later placed eighth in the final standings of Olympia's Tour 

on the road. That’s not to mention the national title derny and the points 

race title in 2010. These outstanding performances gave the 22 -year-old 

a chance to ride for Garmin-Sharp’s feeder team for two seasons. Now 

he has been a member of the American pro team, having won a stage in 

the Tour of Norway as a rookie and finished very strongly in the Vuelta. 

In Amsterdam, the Zuid-Hollander will pair and learn from the 

experienced Lampater. 

  



TEAM 7: BARTKO / MARKUS 
 

Robert Bartko  

Germany, December 23, 1975 

 

20 six-day wins 

World champion pursuit in 1999, 2005 and 2006 

World champion Team Pursuit 1999 

Olympic champion pursuit in 2000 

Olympic team pursuit champion in 2000 

European champion madison 2009 

 

Bartko is a fast rider. During the 1999 World Championships in Berlin, 

the German won the individual pursuit and helped take the team pursuit 

gold – he repeated the same feat, two more gold medals, again at the 

Sydney Olympics the following year. In 2001, Bartko focused on the road 

and left the track. Though he achieved some notable successes with 

teams Telekom and Rabobank, he could not let go of his old love. After 

returning to the track, the rider with the concrete thighs again ‘easily’ won 

the individual pursuit title twice in a row and dove back in the six-day 

circuit. In October 2009, Bartko triumphed with his compatriot Roger 

Kluge in Amsterdam and in the European championship Madison. In 

Amsterdam, he primarily acts as a guide for the young and talented 

Markus. It will be an interesting duo with guts and experience to keep an 

eye on. 



Barry Markus  

The Netherlands, July 17, 1991 

 

Born in Amsterdam, Markus is the perfect example of a talent who has 

shown himself on both the track and the road. He already won several 

important amateur road races and tied them together with national titles 

on the track. The 22 -year-old sprinter rode from 2010 for the Rabobank 

Under 23 rider team. He won the Ster van Zwolle and Dorpenomloop 

Rucphen, and stages in the Thüringen Rundfahrt and the Vuelta Ciclista 

a Leon. Racing as stagiaire for Vacansoleil, he rode himself in the 

spotlight during the 2011 Tour of Britain by placing fourth behind Mark 

Cavendish in a bunch sprint. He continued with a run of top fives and top 

10s over the last two seasons. After a clever third place in the 

Scheldeprijs in April, the Belkin Pro Cycling Team scooped him up for 

next season. 

  



TEAM 8: MARGUET / HESTER 
 

Tristan Marguet  

Switzerland, August 22, 1987 

 

Two six-day wins 

Tristan Marguet does not often appear in the Dutch six-day circuit. But if 

he’s there, it is immediately a success. In 2009, he won the Six Days of 

Brabant with Franco Marvulli. Marguet was born in Monthey (Valais), 

Switzerland. He made his debut with the professional riders in Zürich in 

2008. He has made a creditable impression and collected medals along 

the way. Marguet won the Copenhagen Six-Day for espoirs with his 

compatriot Loïc Perizzolo. With the elite riders, he won in the 

Fiorenzuola, Italy. His palmarès include many national titles on the track, 

which shows his diversity as a rider. Together with the experienced Marc 

Hester Marguet can become the surprise of this Amsterdam six. 



Marc Hester  

Denmark, June 28, 1985 

 

1 six-day victory 

Winner UIV espoirs rankings 2004/2005 

Silver EC espoirs scratch in 2005 

For Marc Hester, last year was a dream come true. Together with the 

Belgian star Iljo Keisse he won his first six-day race in Copenhagen. A 

good sign came when earlier that year, the Christina Watches-Onfone 

rider placed third with Norman Kneisky at the Six Days of Ghent. He has 

always been a promise but his development took some time. Already 

eight years ago, the Dane won the final standings of the UIV Cup for 

espoirs with Michael Mørkøv. Hester debuted the following year in Ghent 

in the pros. He also won the UIV - three-day Amsterdam with compatriot 

Mørkøv. In 2005, he finished second at the European Championships 

scratch in Italy. The 22-year-old is one of the faster riders on the track. 

He will certainly make his mark in the Time trial and elimination races. 

With the talented Swiss Tristan Marguet, he is definitely one of the 

contenders for the podium . 

  



TEAM 9: BOSKAMP / ASSELMAN 
 

Melvin Boskamp  

The Netherlands, October 30, 1990 

This fast-man is a major talent in the making. Like his team-mate Jesper 

Asselman, the 22-year-old has a passion for the sport. The son of former 

Dutch national amateur coach, Andre Boskamp debuted four years ago 

in the first and so far only edition of the Six Days of Apeldoorn. As a 

junior, Boskamp proved his speed and won the national title in the Keirin. 

He and Asselman should be contenders for time trial which Wim 

Stroetinga and Peter Schep won last year. The young duo combine track 

racing with the road well. It’s a sign that the integration is becoming 

increasingly effective. 

  



Jesper Asselman  

Netherlands, March 12, 1990 

 

This talent from Zuid-Holland combines track and road races. He picked 

up medals at National Championships on the track, but he learned to 

fight for the podium in the classics on the road. In team Rabobank’s 

colours, he took second place in the Ronde van Overijssel and Arno 

Wallaard Memorial. In addition, he won the team time trial in Vuelta 

Ciclista a Leon with the same team. Asselman switched to the Metec-

TKH continental team, where he has more space for his track 

aspirations. This season he won a scratch race in Ireland and he 

obtained good results at an international meeting in Ghent. The six-day 

world remains uncharted territory, an event for the Delft native to learn. 

  

  



TEAM 10: KREDER W. / HOFFMANN 
 

Wesley Kreder  

The Netherlands, November 4, 1990 

Wesley Kreder is the fourth member of the famous cycling family from 

Zuid-Holland and active in six-day races. The Vacansoleil-DCM rider, like 

his siblings, has a good feeling for track racing. He already took third 

place in 2007 at the Dutch Championship points race for juniors. 

Nevertheless, his focus is on the road. As a neo-pro, he won the Tour of 

Midden-Nederland. In his second season with the Rabobank Continental 

team he won the team time trial in Spain’s Vuelta Ciclista a Leon. In the 

six-days, the youngest Kreder still has a lot to learn. Who knows if the 

new addition of Team Wanty will also be a six-day success. Terpstra and 

Ligthart already prove that road and track can be successfully combined. 

 

  



Nolan Hoffmann  

South Africa, April 23, 1985 

 

Silver WC scratch 2012 

Initially it seemed like Nolan Hoffmann had a future on the road. The 

South African tied together one victory after another in all the youth 

categories. He won numerous races in his own country and a stage of 

China’s Tour of Chongming Island and in the Tour of Korea. Since 2010, 

however, the 28-year-old rider has focused on track cycling mainly -- and 

with success. He won four national titles on the track but also became 

the Pan-African champion on the road in 2011. Last year, Hoffmann 

confirmed his status as a rising star by finishing second at the World 

Championships in Melbourne in the scratch race behind Brit Ben Swift 

and ahead of Dutchman and specialist, Wim Stroetinga. In Amsterdam, 

Hoffmann competes in his third Dutch six-day, this time with the equally 

ambitious rider Wesley Kreder. 

  



 
 
TEAM 11: EAST / HOLLOWAY 
 

Guy East  

United States, October 18 1987 

Guy East made name for himself in Europe through the UIV circuit. With 

Austin Carroll, he won in Dortmund, took second place in Ghent and 

finished third in Munich. The now 26-year-old American races for the 

Trek-Livestrong team, but decided to want more in life than just cycling. 

And so he stopped racing and went to work in a homeless centre and 

traveled to Central and South America to help fight poverty. Fortunately, 

East now is on the bike again and he's back on the track, and he still 

does his charity work. Currently he is committed to help the homeless in 

Mexico. 

  



Daniel Holloway  

United States, May 21, 1987 

 

Throughout his career Daniel Holloway combined road and track cycling. 

As a junior he won a stage in the prestigious Canadian stage race, Tour 

de l'Abitibien. He later developed into a good criterium rider, winning the 

national title in 2010. On the track, the 26-year-old won many medals in 

the championships. The sprinter goes especially well on pavement. This 

year Holloway was the strongest in Sea Otter Classic and in Los Gatos. 

He and Guy East are an unknown for Amsterdam, and so it will be very 

exciting to see how these strong riders can compete with Europeans. 

  

  



 
TEAM 12: HOCHMANN / HACECKY 
 

Vojt ĕch Hačecký  

Czech Republic, March 29, 1987 

 

Like his younger brother Martin Vojtĕch, Hačecký is a all-round rider. On 

the road, however, the rider of team ASC Dukla Praha has been more 

successful judging by his victories in the Tour de Lioret, the Tour of 

Azerbaijan and the stage victory in the grueling tour GP Tell in 

Switzerland. Hačecký attracted attention in 2009 when he finished 

second in the ZLM Tour, an amateur world cup race in Holland. This year 

he is having a very successful season, including the overall victory in the 

Polish Wroclaw Obornikach Tour. The Czech brothers can, thanks to 

their strong road form, be one of the big surprises of the Six Days of 

Amsterdam. Especially in the grueling pair events, the Eastern 

Europeans will be one team to fear. 

  
  



Jiri Hochmann  

CZECH REPUBLIC, OCTOBER 1, 1986 

BRONZE CUP MADISON 2009  

EUROPEAN CHAMPION MADISON 2010  

MADISON SILVER CUP 2011  

EUROPEAN CHAMPION MADISON 2012 

In 2003 Jirí Hochmann showed for the first time internationally speaking 

of himself. During the junior European championships in Moscow he 

grabbed two bronze medals: in the team sprint and points race. This 

already demonstrated that the Czech fast and strong. In 2008 he 

repeated this feat during the European championship in Pruskow, where 

he again won two medals. In 2009 Hochmann third at the world cup in 

the same place polish and two years later he won the silver. It was also 

the rider of Dukla Praha twice European champion Madison. With his 

compatriot Vojtech Hacecky, the Czech, who is also on the way his 

ground state, so surely can battle for the podium.



 

TEAM 13: CASPERS / VAN ZIJL 
 

Melvin van Zijl  

The Netherlands, December 10, 1991 

Van Zijl is an all-round rider, both on the track and on the road he can 

hold his own. The 21-year-old native of Harderwijk is having a strong 

season with Schijf-Koopmans, where he has already been under 

contract for several seasons. Van Zijl and his regular teammate Didier 

Caspers placed highly in many UIV Six Days together. For example, the 

duo placed second last year in the Velodrome and Berlin, and third in 

Bremen. In Rotterdam, the crown was put on the winter season by force 

majeure, beating all the international competition. Now Van Zijl and 

Caspers, out of the talents events, are competing with the big boys. A 

podium seems unlikely but a victory for both riders in one of the events 

should be possible. 

  



 

Didier Caspers  

The Netherlands, October 1, 1992 

 

Bronze WC Juniors scratch, 2010 

The Dutchman was already a hit in his youth category and kept it up in 

the juniors. Caspers was especially cut out for the track, underscored by 

a third place in the scratch race during the 2010 World Championship. 

The 21-year old rider of team Schijf-Koopmans has already built a 

beautiful palmarès. He scored good results with team-mate Van Zijl in 

the UIV series and this year, he was national champion in the 50-

kilometre. Caspers sees a career as pistier for himself and so a good 

result in the capital would certainly help. With Caspers and Van Zijl, The 

Netherlands again has a young duo with prospects. 

 


